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Do you love the change of seasons like | do? To me, each season comes
with a mind set. In Maryland, (this is such a beautiful state) if you are a
gardener, the seasons — like Tulip/Daffodil season in the Spring —come
at just the right time. Summer accommodates border gardens along with
Victorian and Cottage style gardens. In the fall, along with the crisp air
come the change of colors in the trees and a whole different display of
burnt oranges, golds, mustards, burgundy and the deep greens from ever-
greens in the garden. Winter is catch up time. Putting things in order-
garage, tools, basement, pictures, recipes. Reading the seed company
catalogs and dreaming about the next season is probably more common
than not.

Reflecting on this past summer, | find I like our programs, having a limited
business meeting with our "out and about" less formal flair. I'd like to hear
from you if you feel the same or not. If your answer is "not" just give the
reason and it will be considered. We will be setting next year’'s agenda in
the near future.

Now that a crisp air is blowing in, the mood changes to more of a work
mode. And work we must do to support our Way & Means Committee
which has been working overtime. Work for all of us, means to partici-
pate. The spin off for participation is fellowship, learning, giving, sharing,
laughing, which equals being a part of something worthwhile. In addition
to Ways & Means, there will be announcements of other interesting things
coming up. Stay tuned!

Feedback is always welcomed /
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La Plata Community Garden Club
6 - 2 Treasurers Report
. For Period of July 1, 2009 thru September 10, 2009
. ' . Balance from previous report $9,752.36
An overnight bus trip to the
. Income
Biltmore Estate Membership 520.00
. . . M ial Gard 65.92
(Home of the Vanderbilts) in Asheville, NC! Vendor Fesg $100.00
Total Income $195.92
Here are some of the details —
Expenses Directors Luncheon $57.45
Speaker Gifts $175.00
i H ; . Post: $21.70
Departing Friday, 16 April 2010 at 6:00 Pt ooty
AM from the LaPlata WalMart and re- Potluck $30.82
turning on Sunday, 18 April Towi Expenses Respy
_Staymg_at the D(_)ubIeTreg Hotel located CURRENT BALANGE 59.424.94
in the Biltmore Village (adjacent to res-
tal:' rar_lts and Shops) La Plata Community Garden Club Memorial Garden at the Firehouse Museum
Price is $275 (based on double- Income/Expense Statement
occupancy) and $360 (single room) and| oae Source of Funds Amount
includes round-trip bus transportation, 2 Prior 2009 31.48001
rnghts at the Doub|eTree 2 fu" hot Feb-09 Chaney Foundation Beautification Grant 1,000.00
R . ! . Jul-09 Refund for Dead Plants & Sale of 3 Nandinas 65.92
breakfasts, Biltmore ticket for Frlday TOTAL INCOME 32,545.93
evening and all-day Saturday, snacks or] Expense Amount
the bus and the drivers’ tip. e $50.605.41
. . . . rior 5 .
Deposit of $150 with reservation is due Apr-09 Plants $77.86
H H Apr-09 Maint $33.90
Nov 1 — remainder is due Jan 10th oy 09 poenance 383,48
Jun-09 Painting $100.00
. TOTAL EXPENSES $31,200.65
Reservations are non-refundable .
s . * BALANCE 1,345.28
. And don't forget the wine!
*These monies are included in the Garden Club's General Account. See above. General Account
balance, minus the balance of the garden project, is $9,424.94 minus $1,345.28 = $8,079.66.

+ % $ 0%

Please welcome the following new members to the clu b and add their information to the membership pages
your book:

Barbara Evans, 7455 Woodhaven Dr., La Plata, Md., 20646 - Phone: (301) 934-3342 Email: evansag@comcast.net

Barbara Gooding, 6975 Pale Morning Ct., Hughesville, Md. 20637 - Phone: (301) 274-1762 Email: RunBarbara-
Run@aol.com

The following updates and corrections should be not ed in your book:

Judy Ruth - email: JudyRuth512@gmail.com

Dianne Shisler - email: dshisler@verizon.net

Sharyn Suiter - email: Sassysuit@gmail.com

Beverly Ward - email: joward60@comcast.net

Jean Middleton - change St. Mary's Ave. address to 101 Carol's Place, La Plata, Md. 20646 (POBox is correct)
Mary Grant - phone # should be 934-6026

To Shauna Haggerty's name - add email: Shauna.Haggerty@gmail.com

Marian Bruemmer - email: MEBruemmer@verizon.net

Marge LaMar - email: MargeLaMar@gmail.com




June’s meeting took place at the
home of Neal and Norma Johnson
in La Plata. Neal gave an informa-
tive presentation on growing
grapes and making your own wine.
He gave suggestions on how to get
started growing grapes, how to
manage disease, and how to har-
vest and make the wine. Members
enjoyed strolling through the John-
son’s lovely backyard and grape
arbors. It was a special treat to
sample Neal and Norma'’s excellent
wines.

In August, we visited the lovely grounds and gardens of St. Iged@hurch on Chapel Point Road in Port Tobacco. Over 50
members listened to Elyssa Baxter discuss “ Feng Shug iG#nden”. She discussed this ancient Chinese practice of encour

7% ! +

OurJuly meeting took place at the Thomas Stone National Histatégc Bithe
Visitors Center, the on duty Park Service Ranger gave amestitey lecture and
showed a video about the life of Thomas Stone and the egialged in Ameri-
can history as one of the signers of the Declaration of brilgmce. Members
were invited to visit Haberdeventure, the reconstructed Chadesty home of
Thomas Stone. After the tour, Bobby Wentworth presenfgdgram on Shade
Gardening. He stressed using the right plant in the rigloepn order to achieve
color all year long in the garden. He discussed landscapgndesing the largest
elements such as trees first, then shrubs, perennialspandis. Bobby dis-
played examples of plants that are suggested for use in shrakbmg. A drawing
was held after the program and several lucky membershtoimle their choice of
these plantsSee photos below from the meeting.

aging positive energy and shielding negative energy indhdeg. Some points she stressed were: no clutter, nottukerb
or chipped, winding pathways, use of various path na$gwarious levels in the garden to keep energy mowémgoval of
all diseased or dead plants, a marked entrance to the gardenwater element within 15ft. of the entrance. Afterwardl; de
cious Asian foods were served as refreshments.

Left Mary Ann Wade
discusses feng shui
with Elyssa Baxter.
Right: Garden club
members and guests
enjoy the beautiful
evening (and lovely
sunset) listening to the
fine points of feng

shui.

Thanks to Jane O’Farrell, Marge LaMar and anyone s I've forgotten for submitting this informationrad photos.
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A lot of members are like wheelbarrows — no gookkss pushed.

Some are like trailers — they have to be pulled.

Some are like kites — if you don't keep a stringtbem they fly away.
Some are like balloons — full of wind and readyltow up;

Some are like footballs — you can't tell which wiagy will bounce.
And then, some are like a good watch — open fages gold, quietly
busy and full of good works!

(From the Oregon Newsletter, courtesy of

IQ()I%. | 7

Judy Ruth is a multi-faceted gal whom anyone would want on their

team. She is a person who radiates fun and happiness with her Shirley
Temple curls and smiling face. Don't be fooled by this person with the girlish
ways as she is energetic, organized, focused and detailed. She is a perfectionist
personified as demonstrated by her interest in furniture painting, stained glass
(she gives lessons) and gardening. Judy has a natural sense of balance and
color. All of this, she delivers with an irreverent humor. A good example was in
the formation of a committee to handle the containers in the Memorial Garden.
Judy took great pleasure in referring to that committee as "the old pots commit-
tee". She of course was on that committee.

She is changing Ways & Means into a multi-faceted program with a much
broader outlook. Wait until you see some of the new items that are available.
They advertise our club and they will be fun to have and wear.

The bus trips would be incomplete without Judy and her side kicks Sharon and
Maureen bouncing down the isles with snacks and wine (Judy doesn't even drink
wine), seeing to her fellow travelers

every need.

She has opened her home on several
occasions to accommodate large crowds
of happy gardeners from our club.

As she opens her home to us, we open our hearts to her and
thank her for all of her many contributions to our club and for be-
ing Judy just the way she is!
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A couple of weeks ago | was privileged to witness four baby wrens leave the security of their nest which the
parents had painstakingly built in a flower container next to my rocker on the patio. The parents had be-
come so used to me walking about the area that | was able to stand close by, watched carefully by the par-
ents, and witness the whole procedure. One by one they ventured out of the nest into the flowers which, by
the way, had not been disturbed at all with the building of the nest, until all four of them were hopping about
right by my feet. One of the parents was perched on a nearby hummingbird feeder hanger and was very
vocal in her efforts to lead them to cover. They obediently all flew down the hill to the cover of the ivy under
the cedar tree and | continued to watch the parents busily searching for food to feed them. | am pretty sure
that the fledglings | have since observed hopping about the carport are the same birds, so they have not left
their birthplace. From the building of the nest to the departure of the babies took about a month, as | kept
notes. | was always afraid that the snake which inevitably visits the carport every spring would get them. It
would not have been the first time for me to witness such a tragic occurrence.

A few years ago, | had a similar experience which was a little more dramatic. We had four cats at the time,
two of which were indoor/outdoor cats, and | heard a tremendous amount of wren chirping, (I think we all
know how loud that can be), so | went outside to see if | could determine the nature of the distress. One
wren parent was perched near the carport and appeared to be very agitated and | soon saw why. The two
cats were lazing about the patio so | guessed that baby wrens were about to leave their nest and the parent
was terrified of the presence of the kitties. So | picked up one cat after another and secured them and the
wren parent guided her brood away to safety. A little later on | heard another frantic chirping outside the
kitchen window and stepped out to see what now! One of the adult birds was on one of the lower steps and
chirping at me as if to say “thank you” to me for helping to bring the little ones to their new safe abode. You
can call me crazy for thinking so, but all was peaceful and serene after | had gone indoors. | guess people
will soon start calling me “ that crazy bird lady”, but | am convinced | am right.

The hummingbirds are gearing up for their upcoming departure and | have been witness to many
swashbuckling antics in mid-air! For such tiny, beautiful, jewel-like creatures they sure are aggressive and
territorial, but how | will miss them until next spring.

Don't forget to start putting out seed in a few weeks as our feathered friends will begin to need it when the
seed heads of your garden plants are no longer available.

1
Happy fall days! (
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Dust off your cookie recipe. It is time to get ready for the annual Holiday Design Show. This year the show will
be held on Saturday, November 21, 2009 from 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in
the Friendship Hall.

Each member was asked to buy/sell two tickets. However more tickets are available should you need them.
Please call Carole Raucheisen at 301-392-9736. Tickets are $12.00 in advance and $15.00 at the door.

Sylvia Deck will demonstrate arrangements for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years. Her creations will be
raffled off during the show. Many different vendors will be attending the show this year. There will be some-
thing for everyone to buy, either for themselves or to give as gifts. Please support the vendors. They pay to
attend our show and have worked hard to create interesting, one of a kind items for the show.

There will be a shabby chic/greens/accessories sale. If you have any articles to donate for the shabby chic
sale such as pretty tea cups and saucers, covered dishes, candle holders, linens or jewelry please call Cheri
Brady at 301-934-4607. This sale is not like our spring yard sale so please be selective in items you donate.

Nan Stout will again be promoting the silent auction. Nan has requested us to call on our friends and neighbors
for items/services we can use for the auction. It can be anything such as wine and cheese basket, a week at
the beach, a BBQ dinner for 6, a facial/manicure at a

spa, free income tax service, or a piece of Grandma’s

beautiful furniture. Now that the weather is getting

cooler, check out the attic for anything interesting for

the auction. Maybe there is something long forgotten,

stored in the attic that you want to donate. If you have

any items/services to donate please call Nan Stout at

301-609-4750.

Signup sheets will be available at the October meeting
for you to sign to indicate what you would like to help
with. All members are asked to make cookies for the
event. Help is needed setting up/closing up, vendor ta-
bles, shabby chic/greens table, silent auction, refresh-
ments and publicity. If anyone is interested in collecting
tickets at the door on the day of the show please call
me at 301-934-5717. We always have a good time
working on this show. Come join us.

Special thanks to the committee: Cheri Brady, Mary
Beth Chandler, Cathy Cornette, Marge LaMar, Linda
Lockhart, Elaine Miller, Carole Raucheisen, Joyce
Rose, Nan Stout , and Sharyn Suiter. | couldn’t have
done it without you. Another shout out to Barbara Bu-
chanan for the flier, it is beautiful!!!!
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We were pleased to receive a phone call from Amy Calvin at the
EDC office telling us the Charles County Tourism trolley would be
visiting the garden in August. Barbie Walter and | met the guests
for the first visit and Dianne Shisler and | were there for the sec-
ond one. We are thrilled to be on the EDC list and hope to have
additional visitors this Fall. The trolley tours local historic sites and
stop for lunch at the Tea Room.

Mr. Cow from Chick-Fil-A was also spotted in the garden cowing
around with a dance group from one of the local studios that was

holding a car wash at the Rescue Squad. + (
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