Upcoming Events

October 10

District Il SemiAnnual
Meeting, Comfort Inn,
Bowie

October 14, 15 & 16
Landscape Design School,
Course IV, Hilton Garden
Inn-White Marsh (5015
Campbell Blvd., Balt.)

November 8

Harvest through the Holi-
days, presented by Moon-
flower Garden Club (see
flyer on page 4)

December 5 & 6

Holiday Placement Stan-
dard
Wonder |l andod,
Clyburn Arboretum Mansion
(Open to all amateur gar-
deners and designers)

December 6

La Plata Community Garde
Club Holiday Design Show,
Christ Church
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President 0s Message

We will be electing a new slate of officers at our October meeting. The Nomi-
nating Committee has been hard at work compiling a slate of officers for
2009-2010. The slate of new officers will be presented at the September
meeting. Nominations may also be made from the floor if the nominee
agrees to have their name placed on the ballot.

The District Il SemAnnual Meeting will be held October 10, 2008 at the
Comfort I nn in Bowie. The theme for
Thi s?6 The program is being present
ated Garden Clubs of Maryland. Check your calendar and plan to attend.

This year, the Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc. voted to increase
the dues assessment from $7.00 to $10.00 per member, per club. Like eve-
ryone else, their budget is tight and it was decided that an increase was nec-
essary., wrrentlg, our club dues are $25.00 per year. If we send the FGCM
%¥0.00°we alet 1& with only $15.00 per member. | suggest that we con-
sider increasing our annual dues to $30.00 for the year ($15.00 for those
joining after July 1.) We will vote on the suggested increase at the October
meeting.

Dianne Shisler

Save the dates for our upcoming meetings!

Our Next Meeting
Sept. 25, 2008

Dondt miss H
presentation on Essential

Oils at 7 pm. The meeting
will be held at the La Plata
Firehouse.

October 30, 2008 Queen Annd6s Lace
7.00 pm, La Plata Firehouse

Coordinaton Irene Poole

by EIl yssa

November 22 2008 Installation of Officers, Home of Judy Ruth (Time chani@e
3pm to 5pm)

Coordinatoil Mary Grant

December 6, 2008  Designing Women, Christ Episcopal Church Hall, 10:30 am

until 2:30 pm




Page2 The Latest Dirt

West Nile Virus

Studies have been made of how free territory, but none of them than your average perching bird,
the West Nile virus has disrupted were quite sure they owned it. even though they belong to a
the lives of crows. In 2002 and Crows have good memories and family that is, for the most part,
2003 massive numbers of crows know their next-door neighbors highly susceptible to the disease.
died from the virus. Crows have and were perhaps reluctant to Areas with warmer climates
complex societies which are dis- take over their territory. It has where mosquitoes breed could
rupted from widespread deaths been referred t o showhighnumbers of victims
of affected birds. The birds most h o u s e 6-dheyfresponded as and this could be the subject of
often live in extended families if they did not want to go back to further study. Also how the sud-
with some members acting as an area where birds have died. If den decline of a species because
helpers in raising young. In the West Nile virus were to hit hard of West Nile virus may affect an
study made in 2003 over a third in many more than two consecu- entire ecosystem could be a re-
of the birds were lost, as in the tive years, younger birds would vealing study.
previous year, and big changes have to breed and they are not
happened. One male lost most of as successful as the older birds. There are so many reasons for
his family, including his mate - It is expected that there would be ~ the decline of all kinds of birds,
and instead of attracting a new a net decrease in the crow popu-  and it is always touching to me
mate and staying on his territory, lation that could snowball into a that humans will spend enor-
he ended up joining another fam- severe decline. Sharp declines mous amounts of time investi-
ily nearby that had lost a breed- have already been documented gating the reasons in a gallant
ing male. There appears to be across the country since the virus  attempt to keep our feathered
something about being in groups began its rapid westward march friends around for generations
that s i mportant ftrom New YorwGity in 1999. De- to come.
When territor dup b clines were also seen in jays and

en territories opened up be- i irus i ;
cause of deaths, other crows did t”;i%?;ﬁfnig?et?ﬁaﬂr;go'ssgzg}’ég Gloria Groeger
not move right in. Itwas ob- of North American birds. Funnily
served that several families might enough, ravens turned out to be
have gradually encroached on a no more affected by the virus

View the August meeting minutes online at

Www.laplatagardenclub.org

Environmental Commitment

Letds be environmentally responsible by reducing the
‘store. You can easily do this by purchasing cloth shopping bags at the major retailers in our area. They are

-really quite nice and hold a great deal and best of all they stay upright in the car. If we use cloth bags instead of
"plastic bags, we can save hundreds of thousands of bags and plastic from the landfills and from polluting the
-environment. |
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The dOtheré6 Bee What can gardeners do? First, we
have one more reason to stop spray-|
Most ornamental flowers and || ing pesticides, or at least to minimize
By Jessica many food crops depend on || their use. The native bees start work
bees for pollination. The port-| | earlier in the morning than honey-
Milstead ability of honeybees supports | | bees, and continue until later in the
large-scale agriculture. Hives || evening, sometimes even camping
Did you kn can be hauled in from great out overnight. S0 wi
bees arend distances; the bees do their fort in the idea that we are spraying at
native to North Amer- work pollinating a particular a o0safed time of |[day.
ica? Until the Europe- A" crop, and then the hives are || variety of flowering plants, and avoid
ans came, bringing honeybees with hauled off somewhere else. Notinci{|i n g Oi mproveddé vari et
them, pollination services were per- || dentally, this frees farmers to apply || -and pollenproducing organs have
formed by many species of bumble- || pesticides throughout most of the been converted to petals, helps to
bees, sweat bees, and others. Today, season without affecting the honey- | | assure that the bees have something
you would never know this, because bees. to support their colonies all season
honeybees are widely naturalized _ . long. And native bees need habitad
throughout North America until re- | | Meanwhile, the native bees have '/ brush piles and sandy area$ be-
cent years. been there all _along, butforthepast [ c ause t he y dondt || iv
several centuries they have had to you dondt have space
First it was imported mites that compete with honeybees for supplies | tats, you can find instructions for sim
clogged the honey/of nectar and D0|plesheltersfornativebeesat 1not
mechanism so that they were not ablg move on when a crop has been polli- | \www.xerces.org, the website of the
to get enough oxygen. And now therg nNated. They are stuck right there in | | xerces Society for Invertebrate Con-
is Colony Collapse Disorder, a condi- | the middle of any pesticides that are | | servation.
tion whose results are visible in the || sprayed. With the decline of honey- || _ . o
disappearance of honeybees from b ees, preserving Ehfsﬁ'g?'se (Igs baﬁeg 2”| "}f"rma“é’%"; y B®:R 0 |
their hives, but whose source and just a matter of being environmentally| Seidler, in the Summer 2008 newslettér of
cause are still a mystery. sensitive; it is a matter of economics.| | the New England Wild Flower Society.
No pollinators, no crops.
Membership Contest The Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc. will once again sponsor the
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Annual Poetry Contest. The theme of this
June 1, 20088 May 31, 2009 yeards contest is ONatureds Songo6 anct

National Garden Clubs, Inc. is pro-
moting a special membership con-
test. The state with the greatest
percentage increase in members
will win the honor of having a new
canna cultivar named for their
state.

students in grades Kindergarten through 9. Deadline is November 1,
2008. For information, contact Mrs. Barbara Small, bsn144@aol.com

of this year ds

bara Small, bsnl144@aol.com

The Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc. will once again sponsor t
National Garden Clubs, Inc. Annual High School Essay Contest. The the
c o nfiFeosstt eirs tohNeu rEB nuv
the contest is open to all Maryland State high school students in grades
9 12. Deadline is November 1, 2008. For information, contact Mrs. Bar-

ri

Williamsburg Raffle

District Il is holding a Fall Raf-
fle. Tickets are $5.00. It's a
Three Night Getaway to Williams
,burg, lodging at the cottages at
King's Creek Plantation.Plus you
ISHRE SO0t
liamsburg. Tickets will be avail-
able for sale at the September
meeting.




Maymont/Agecroft Bus Trip

Everyone who went on the trip to visit the gardens and homes at Maymont and Agecroft Hall had a wonderful time!
Jane Grove made the arrangements for the bus and driver, but unfortunately was unable to attend. Sharyn Suiter
agreed to select the gardens we would attend and hit the jackpot when we got two for the price of one! Jessi, Judy
and Joyce had a great time selecting snacks for the trip. Linda and Elaine met us at the Train Station the next day
and we packaged the goodies in individual bags. Someone had overbooked the Train Station, but the guys were gra-
cious enough to share the space and put up with our laughter.

The day of the trip, we all met at the W-ahart parking lot at 7 am, boarded the bus and proceeded to consume the
first round of food in our bags as the bus headed south to Richmond. We took so many roll calls but were never sure
we had everyone, coming or going.

The gardens and the vistas from them were very impressive, as were the houses and their histories. The boxed lunch
was delightful and it was nice to finally sit and take a rest. Everyone even received the lunch they ordered!

Now the bus trip back was really something. We were all a little weary. However, when the wine was brought out, we
all seemed to perk up and recalled a beautiful day in lovely gardens with delightful weather enjoyed with garden
friends. It doesnd6t get any better than that!

Still trying to figure out what happened to Maureends

member because she kept drinking the vino! Thanks to everyone! Jua'y




