
Itôs been an exciting two years for me as your president, a time I will always cherish.  

So much has happened in these last two years.  We dedicated the Star Memorial Gar-

den, held a ñWine and Cheeseò evening in the garden, won the Governorôs Bowl and 

the prestigious Kellogg award for the garden and most recently dedicated the Blue 

Star Memorial Byway Marker at St. Paulôs Episcopal Church. I want to thank the offi-

cers and committee chairs for their support. I especially want to thank Joyce Rose 

(your President-elect) for her ideas and creativity in planning the outstanding pro-

grams we have enjoyed.  Most of all, I want to thank the club members for allowing 

me the privilege of being your president these last two years.  Dianne Shisler 

Presidentõs Message 

The Latest Dirt 
November 2008  La Plata Community Garden Club  

www.laplatagardenclub.org  

Novmeber 22 

La Plata Community Garden 

Club Installation of Officers 

Home of Judy Ruth 

3 to 5 pm 

 

December 5 & 6 

Holiday Placement Standard 

Flower Show, òWinter Wonder-

landó, Clyburn Arboretum 

Mansion (Open to all amateur 

gardeners and designers) 

 

December 6  

La Plata Community Garden 

Club Holiday Design Show, 

Christ Church 

See last page of newsletter 

for more information! 

 

January  6,  2009 

LPCGC  Exec. Board Meeting 

Community Center in the  

Police Station, La Plata 

 

Charles County Garden Club 

2008  GREENS SALE  

For purchase - Boxwood Tabletop Trees, Kissing  Balls, Topiaries,  

Holiday  Centerpieces,  Magnolia Door  Medallions,  

 Mixed Wreaths and Bundles of Greens   

All orders must be placed by Monday, November 24,  2008  

Contact person  Judy Mudd, 301.934.4827   

or email idahofarm@aol.com 

Upcoming Events  

2009 MEMBERSHIP DUES  

$30.00 per individual/$50.00 per couple 

After December 1st, additional $10  

If not paid by January 1, it will be con-

sidered a resignation from the club   

Members can mail their checks to the 

LaPlata Community Garden Club, P.O. 

Box 214, LaPlata, MD 20646 or to Nan 

Stout, 10045 Harmony Hill Lane, 

LaPlata, MD 20646. 

Installation of 2009-2010 Officers 

Our last meeting of 2008 will be held on Saturday, November 22 at the home of Judy 

Ruth.  The meeting will feature the installation of our new officers for the upcoming 

two years: 

PresidentðJoyce Rose                          Vice PresidentðCarole Flowers 

TreasurerðMelissa Leitner                  Recording SectôyðJane OôFarrell   

Corresponding Sectôyð Marge LaMar 



 

 La Plata Community Garden Club   

 Treasurers Report   

 
For Period of May 13,  2008 thru 

October 23, 2008   

   

Balance from previous 
report   $9,301.63 

   

Income    

 Membership $25.00 

 Ornaments $209.00 

 Bus Trip $845.00 

 Yard/Plant Sale $2.00 

 Designing Women-Vendor Fee $25.00 

 Memorial Garden-Pro-Mix Sale $10.00 

 Total Income  $1,116.00 

   

Expenses  Printing $348.67 

 Postage/Box Fee $93.24 

 Supplies $394.46 

 District II,  Meeting $90.00 

 Bus Trip/Admissions & Snacks $1,414.83 

 Speaker Gifts $220.00 

 Gifts $129.96 

 Yard/Plant Sale $42.00 

 Fire Hall Rental $50.00 

 Memorial Garden $1,105.53 

 Total Expenses  $3,888.69 

   

 CURRENT BALANCE  $6,528.94 
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Memorial Garden 

On Oct. 22nd, as the Autumn temperatures began to drop and a crisp breeze was blowing, a motley 

crew showed up in the Memorial Garden with shovels in hand.  The preceding week, Mr. Robert Stahl 

(Dir. Ops., La Plata) and his coworkers removed the dense clay soil in one-third of the garden and 

amended the soil for replanting.  Our best judgment told us that our trees and plants have died outright 

or failed to thrive due to poor drainage from the compacted soil.  The replacement costs were mount-

ing.  Amending the soil was a huge physical job.  We are so appreciative of Mr. Stahl and his cowork-

ers for the attention they have given to the garden. 

 We have our own "crew" to thank as well: Cheri Brady, Susan Brewer, Susan Cusack, Carole 

Raucheisen, Jessie Thibault, Judy Ruth and Joyce Rose (apologies to anyone left off the list) with a 

most gracious visit by Barbie Walter, the "Chiefò.  It was a comfort to Barbie to see the work getting 

done in spite of her being "under the weather".  She has laid a good foundation in setting up this "work 

in progress".     Joyce Rose 
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BLESSINGS AND CHEERS OF THE SEASON 
As we put our gardens to sleep for their long winterôs nap, you can rest assured that your Executive 

Board is very much awake and working hard to develop a vision for the next two years. We would like 

to see each member involved in at least one committee in addition to the two mandatory committees: 

Hospitality since we all partake of the delicious nibbles for which our club is known and Memorial 

Garden since we need everyoneôs help once or twice a season (after all, we are a Garden club).  We 

will strive to focus more on horticulture with displays at the library and in the Memorial Garden and 

we will strive to ñgive backò to the community by several other short term projects  possibly involving 

Meals on Wheels and Christmas in April.  Also, we would like to create a Power Point presentation to 

teach others about our garden.   Finally, we would like to foster a sense of community within our club 

by being a welcoming and friendly group of people who reach out to newcomers and try to incorporate 

them into our club so that we can All  Bloom Together. 

Iôm Joyce Rose and I approve this message! 
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Bird Talk  

Well, the hummers have left, Fall is here and Old Man Winter will soon be with us. That means we should be think-

ing about feeding our feathered friends,  if we have not been doing so during the warmer months. 

Here is a run-down of the preferred foods of various species of birds in our area. 

            FOOD                                                                                       SPECIES                                             

NIGER (THISTLE) SEED                                         Sparrows, Eastern towhee, finches, black capped 

                                                                                    chickadee, tufted titmouse, mourning dove 

CRACKED CORN                                                     Evening grosbeak, cardinal, junco, sparrows, 

                                                                                    blue jay, mourning dove, water fowl, Eastern 

                                                                                    towhee, finches, red winged blackbird 

HULLED SUNFLOWER SEED                                 all of the above plus grosbeaks 

BEEF SUET                                                                woodpeckers, blue jays, wrens, nuthatches,  

                                                                                     chickadees, tufted titmouse,  

MILLET                                                                      Evening grosbeak, cardinal, sparrows, juncos, 

                                                                                     mourning dove 

BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER SEED                            Most sparrows, Eastern towhee, finches, dark eyed 

                                                                                     junco,  red-winged blackbird, cardinals, mourning dove 

Of course, having water available at all times is ideal, but it is not always possible unless you have a bird-bath 

heater. Concrete birdbaths should be put away for the winter as they will crack when the water freezes but plastic 

plant pot saucers work pretty well from my experience. 

La Plata Farm Supply is probably the cheapest place to buy seed in bulk, suet and fruit cakes can be found at Wal-

Mart and Target, as well as at hardware stores. I know with the economy as it is right now it is hard enough to feed 

ourselves as we would prefer, but our winged visitors still need help to survive the harsh cold months, so any help 

you can give will be greatly appreciated, and will be rewarded with the sweet birdsong we sometimes take for 

granted. 

Baffles on feeders are a good idea to keep squirrels away as, if desired, they can have their own feeding station else-

where. 

Donôt forget to keep a pair of binoculars on hand to watch your winter visitors.  

Good luck and you may even see a wayward species unfamiliar to you. 

Gloria Groeger, Bird Chairman 
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The Blue Star Memorial Marker at St. Paul's Episcopal 

Church in Waldorf was dedicated on November 1, 

2008.  Surrounding the marker is a garden designed by Linda 

Lockhart and implemented by members of the LaPlata Gar-

den Club and St. Paul's Church.  The dedication featured 

remarks by Dianne Shisler, president of the LaPlata Garden 

Club, history by Nicki Schwab, chairman of the Blue Star 

Memorial Marker commission of the Federated Garden Clubs 

of Maryland, and dedication by Paula Winkler, Director of 

District II of the Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland. 

Thanks for the article and photos, Marge! 

At our October meeting, 

District. III Director Elyssa 

Baxter, dressed as Queen 

Anne, gave us a wonderful 

presentation on the history 

and uses for Queen Anneôs 

lace! 

Thanks to Jane Grove for the photos! 


