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May 2 LCGC Plant and 
 Yard Sale 
 
May 2 Maryland House 
 & Garden Tour, 
 St. Mary’s County 
 
May 2 Rare Plants &  
 Garden Ornaments
 sale  - Ladew Garden 
 
May 6 Tour of the National 
 Garden at U.S.  
 Botanic Garden, 1—2 
 pm (regis. required) 
 
May 9   LPCGC trip to 
 Mt. Vernon, 9 am 
 
May 16 MD House & Garden 
 Tour, Anne Arundel 
 County, Bay Ridge 
 
May 17 Azalea Sale, 
 Brookside Gardens 
 
June 6  Secret Garden  Tour, 
 Annapolis 
 
June 7- NATIONAL  
June 13GARDEN WEEK 
�
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We have already enjoyed wonderful programs on:  bluebirds, bees and flow-
ers (daffodils); participated in:   Christmas in April, a Garden Fair at Sotterley, our 
fund raiser plant and yard sale, taken a trip to Mt. Vernon and worked in our own Me-
morial Garden and it’s only May.   

Now, we’ll take to the wheels.  No more inside meetings until September.  
Our Meals on Wheels project, “Gifts from the Garden” will be launched and the 
wheels of our minds will be planning and plotting our next direction.  I have a feeling 
there is fun in the future. 

 Let’s All Bloom Together                                         !�
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La Plata Community Garden Club 

 
Treasurers Report 

 
For Period of  February 27, 2009 thru April 13, 200 9 

Balance from previous report $9,299.17 
Income 

 
Membership $30.00 

 
Mt. Vernon Bus Trip $798.00 

 
House & Garden Raffle $22.00 

 
Misc - Month to Month Book $45.00 

Blue Bird Project 
 

$490.00 

Total Income 
 

$1,385.00 

Expenses House & Garden Tickets $60.00 

Blue Bird Project $181.35 

Fire Hall Rental $50.00 

Gifts 
 

$50.00 

Supplies $23.61 

Misc. Basket/Breakfast $94.52 

Meetings - State Lunch $120.00 

Memorial Garden Plants $77.86 

Total Expenses 
 

$657.34 

CURRENT BALANCE $10,026.83 

  La Plata Community Garden Club Memorial Garden at the Firehouse Museum 
 Income/Expense Statement 

  

 
Source of Funds 

 
Amount 

 
Prior 2009 31,480.01 

Feb-09 Chaney Foundation Beautification Grant 1,000.00 

TOTAL INCOME               32,480.01 

 
Expense 

 
Amount 

 
Prior 2009 

 
$30,605.41 

Apr-09 Plants $77.86 

TOTAL EXPENSES $30,683.27 

* BALANCE   
 

$1,796.74 

*These monies are included in the Garden Club's General Account.  See above.  General Account 
balance, minus the balance of the garden project, is $10,026.83 minus $1,796.74 = $8,230.09. 

�

���������%�""��������� ���%��#��((�������-../���������%�""��������� ���%��#��((�������-../���������%�""��������� ���%��#��((�������-../���������%�""��������� ���%��#��((�������-../0 000-.1.-.1.-.1.-.1.� ���
 
Joyce Rose, President 
Jane O’Farrell, Recording Secretary 
Margery La Mar, Corresponding Secretary 
Melissa Leitner, Treasurer 
 
Photo taken at the November induction of officers and pro-
vided by Marge LaMar. Not pictured, Carol Flowers,Vice 
President; Michael Rose, Parliamentarian. (Hey Marge, how 
did you take the photo if you’re in it?) 
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The Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, District II, held its semi-annual meeting on March 13, 2009 at the Bowie 
Comfort Inn Conference Center.  Attending were 171 members from the affiliated garden clubs in Anne Arundel, Cal-
vert, Charles, Prince George’s and St. Mary’s counties.  The meeting and luncheon were hosted by the Crofton Village 
Garden Center. 

The guest speaker was John Peter Thompson of Behnke’s Nursery in Beltsville, Maryland, discussing native and inva-
sive plants.  Mr. Thompson is an officer in the National Invasive Species Council, Environmental section.  Mr. Thomp-
son specified English ivy, Hedera helix, as a devastating environmental offender in Southern Maryland.  Its evergreen 
leaves smother other native forest plants by denying them light.  It can be replaced with native plants such as lowbush 
blueberry, Vaccinium angustifolium; alum root, Heuchera americana; or partridge berry, Mitchella repens.   

Mr. Thompson further mentioned that a second offender, Kudzu, had finally crossed the Potomac River from Virginia 
and has been found in Maryland.  He pointed out that most plant names which include ‘japonica’ are invasive species. 

Each of the garden clubs contributed a tombola decorated with a unique theme such as a holiday occasion, a gardening 
collection or a picnic basket.  The proceeds of the raffle were dedicated to District II projects. Joyce Rose, president of 
the La Plata Community Garden Club, designed the La Plata Club Easter basket consisting of a ceramic lamb on a gar-
den meadow surrounded by local wildflowers.  

The La Plata Community Garden Club was represented at the meeting by (first row) Jane Grove, Jane O’Farrell, Elaine 
Miller, Linda Lockhart, Sharyn Suiter, (2nd row) Joyce Rose and Marge La Mar. 
�
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Joyce, with her tombola! La Plata Community Garden Club members, as above, enjoying 
the District II Annual Meeting. 
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The Federated Clubs of Maryland held their 80th Annual Meeting at The Suburban Club in Baltimore, Mary-
land on March 24, 2009.  The meeting was called to order at 10:00a.m. by the outgoing President, Bonnie Ste-
vens.  Reports  by officers were read  and accepted by the members attending.  Changes to the By-Laws were 
also voted on and accepted by all members.  At the conclusion of the reports, the 2008 Awards were given out 
to the members of the Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland who achieved excellence in their category.  The 
awards to the various Districts and their Clubs are too numerous to include in this report.  Anyone wishing to 
see the list please check with  our Club President.  At the conclusion of the awards ceremony the meeting was 
adjourned.    
 
Since this is the  80th birthday of the Federated Clubs of Maryland, it was time to celebrate and party.  The 
Silent Auction for 2009 had items donated by all five Districts.  District I had a wine and appetizer basket in-
cluding Williamsburg crystal wine glasses and much more.  District II had a basket with eight Charles County 
Old Home Plates plus Eight Wine Glasses and Napkins.  District III donated a Wine, Wind and Whimsey Box 
including a magnum of French Wine, a Kite and Lots More Surprises.  District IV donated an urn with garden-
ing tools, plants, Home Depot Gift Certificate plus "Urban Gardening" book.  District V donated a "Fully-
Loaded Happy Hour Basket Guaranteed to Keep you Happy For Many, Many Hours." There were also many, 
many items donated by FGCMD members, friends and associates for the silent auction. There were so many 
donations that they are too numerous to list but were all wonderful.  There were also vendors, with tables of 
items to choose from ranging from pottery to plants, jewelry to Oriental silk jackets and lots in between. 
 
It was fun to see many of the Garden  Club members dressed in clothing from the roarin' 20's, especially the 
lady in the red and white polka dot swim suit, complete with matching hat.  The theme of the 80th Birthday 
Party was "Glitz and Glam" and was planned by District III Director, Elyssa Baxter.  As we entered the dining 
room we were treated to an exquisite birthday cake (not edible - just for show).   On the cake were "Ladies"  
molded out of gumpaste (a special type of icing), carefully put together, painted  and their clothing, hats. shoes 
and handbags were hand made by a very talented and creative pastry chef.  Lunch, as always, was very  good  
and our dessert was a large slice of cake - delicious!  We were privileged  to have our National Garden Club 
President, Barbara May, attend the celebration.  President May installed the incoming FGCMD President, 
Jeanne Davis and her 2009-2011 Officers during lunch.  A special tribute was made in Memory of Mae Scott, 
who died on January 7, 2009 of lung cancer, for her dedication and contributions to our organization.  Her hus-
band, William and daughter Sara  were there and he thanked everyone for honoring Mae.  Mae was also  a 
member of the Free State Region - Vintage Chevrolet Clubs of America   Two of their vintage cars were at the 
The Suburban Club and the Roarin' 20's ladies, in their finery, had their picture taken with the cars.   
 
After the installation and lunch, we were introduced to  Frances Thrash. Frances lives in the Virginia Beach 
area and is an active member of the Federated Garden Clubs of Virginia and also an Accredited Flower Show 
School Instructor.  Frances demonstrated  how arrangements and selection of flowers would have been done 
by florists  in each decade starting with 1920 and ending with 2000.  Each of her beautiful arrangements were 
raffled off at the conclusion of her demonstration. It was very interesting to see how the decades changed the 
way flowers were and are now being done by florists.   There were some very happy ladies, who had winning 
tickets, going out the door on their way home with the lovely flowers and vases that had been done by Frances. 
Unfortunately, we were not among those who held a winning ticket.  Attending from the La Plata Community 
Garden Club were Joyce Rose, President, Mary Beth Chandler, Liz Shifflett and Jane Grove.  Hopefully, next 
year more of our club members will join us for a day of education and fun. 
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Most local folks who fancy themselves gardeners will have already planted some daffodils.  Why?  They are one of the 
most appreciated signs of spring and they grow well in our region.  They are members of the Narcissus family (all are 
true bulbs) and the name daffodil is commonly applied to jonquils, narcissus, and daffodils.  They are versatile. They can 
be in mass plantings of hundreds either in formal designs or in informal naturalistic clumps and drifts.  They can be used 
in the cutting garden and by the back door.  They can be potted and flowered indoors during the winter months. And they 
aren’t bothered by most pests because they contain a sticky, mildly poisonous sap.  Occasionally moles will unearth the 
bulbs when borrowing through the soil, but with little harm and the bulbs can be replanted.  And if the bulbs are planted 
and sited correctly, daffodils can be an almost permanent feature in the garden.  And lastly, they are relatively inexpen-
sive especially for older, landscaping kinds. 
 
Enough praise.  If you want to have daffodils (or more likely additional plantings) some thought should be given to how 
and where to use them.  Most important is providing the right environment.  The soil should drain – no standing water 
please!  A soil pH of 6.0 to 6.8 is ideal.  Sunny to partly sunny with morning sun and with afternoon dappled sun the 
best.  I have a 30-year informal planting on gently sloping land under tulip and hickory trees with morning sun that is 
always wonderful.  As the trees have grown, I cut one to maintain the sunlight.  Another small plot is in the woods and 
gets sun only in the spring before the trees leaf.  Here I planted robust varieties that demand less sun to flower.  One 
thing you must not do is to remove the leaves from your daffodils before they are completely brown.  So don’t plant daf-
fodils in a lawn unless you will allow the grass to go uncut until early July!   Don’t bunch the leaves up with rubber 
bands to try and hide the leaves when they ‘sprawl’ after flowering.  Either practice keeps them from storing enough 
food to flower well the next year.  Better to let the yellowing leaves hide themselves amongst a ground cover or growing 
annuals.  Once the flowers are finished it is helpful (but not obligatory) to pull away any enlarging seed pods from the 
tops of the flower stems – but leave the green stem.  When planting and in later years top dress with bone meal as this 
provides phosphorus for growing strong roots.  Since daffodil bulbs come in different sizes plant according to directions, 
but even for a large daffodil bulb not more than 7 inches deep.  Put a teaspoon of bone meal in the hole before installing 
the bulb.  Purchase bulbs for delivery by mail in the fall by the summer 
(earlier is best when some popular varieties sell out).  Daffodils planted late may disappoint since they need time in the 
fall when the ground is still warm to grow new roots in time for early spring growth.   
 
What daffodils to choose (color, height, form, vigor, time of bloom, cost, use, fragrance) are some of the factors the indi-
vidual must weigh in picking among the myriad of possibilities.   A couple of points to consider are whether the planting 
is to be informal or formal (formal plantings might be best of one variety since the plants would all tend to blossom at 
one time; informal planting can have many varieties perhaps best planted by tossing the bulbs in bunches on to the 
ground and planting each bulb wherever it lands).  Either way the display shows best with an evergreen backdrop. 
So enjoy this years’ show and plan for what can be next year.                                 :���)
��:���)
��:���)
��:���)
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As announced, we had our spring workday on April 4th. With the help of Joyce Rose and Judy Ruth’s memories, and at 
the risk of leaving out some very deserving people, the following folks came with tools in hand to get the garden ready for 
another growing season:   

Ron Bush, Randy Clark, Cathy & Dale Cornette, Carol Flowers, Shaunna Haggerty, Leesa Meyers, Jane O'Farrell, Mike 
& Joyce Rose, Judy Ruth,  Diane Shisler, Barbie Walter, and Danielle & Russ Webber. 

Melwood had removed the overgrown grass on the left as you enter and the dead dogwood in that same corner.  They also 
dug up the Knockout roses, and enlarged their holes, so while we working we amended the soil and replanted the roses.  
Mike Rose divided the grass into 15 or so individual plants to be sold at the plant sale. 

Shauna Haggerty adopted the planter on the right by the walk entrance, and Judy Ruth adopted the herb garden.  The rec-
tangular planter in the back would still like to be adopted, so if you would like to try your creative juices with thrillers, 
fillers, and spillers, please let me know. 

When finished about noon, bags of weeds, clippings, and deadheads were carried away and the garden looked clean and 
ready for another year. 

The bad news is that the hollies along the back fence have died.  We can’t explain what happened, but they have to be 
removed.  I have arranged with Bobby Stahl to do this for us soon.  However, now we have to replace both where the 
grass and hollies were removed.  The maintenance committee is working on ideas for this. 

You know how one thing leads to another.  Well, when the committee met the other day to discuss “what’s next” we gave 
the garden a good looking over, and came up with good ideas for simplifying the maintenance, and creating a more uni-
form flow.  Much of this will be done with grouping plants we already have that are now scattered around, and by adding 
more ground covers.  More on this later, but suffice to say that we have learned so much taking care of this garden and 
being there on a regular basis.     

Many thanks to all of you who helped on the 4th, and I apologize if I have left out your name.  Your contribution was no 
less important. 
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In March, I attended a presentation at the La Plata Library that featured a speaker from the Bay Wise, Residential Land-
scape Management Program.  Linda did a wonderful job sharing with us her knowledge and experience in promoting  
gardening and landscaping practices that help protect the Chesapeake Bay.  

To quote from the brochure published by Bay Wise, “The overuse and misuse of pesticides and fertilizers, soil erosion 
and poor plant selection have all damaged Maryland’s steams, rivers, and the Bay.  Environmentally sound gardens and 
yards combined with sustainable gardening practices can help improve water quality and conserve our natural resources 
for future generations.  By changing a few simple landscape practices, we can help keep our communities healthy.” 

Here are some suggestions from the Bay-Wise Program that will help. 

Fertilize wisely and only when needed 
Control storm water runoff 
Mulch appropriately 
Compost 
Recycle yard waste 
Manage pests with Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices 
Select appropriate plants with emphasis on native plants 
Encourage wildlife 

To Find out how, visit:   www.baywise.umd.edu 

$������������.������.�������9��������		�����$������������.������.�������9��������		�����$������������.������.�������9��������		�����$������������.������.�������9��������		������ ���
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Many, many thanks to chairperson Jane O'Farrell for all of her behind the scene efforts to make Christmas In April run 
smoothly for our club.  This is our entry into this worthy project. 
  
Hats off to Carole Raucheisen and crew -Judy Ruth, Marge LaM.ar, Jessie Thibault, & Elaine Miller, for their behind the 
scene efforts at getting our major fund raiser, PLANT & YARD SALE off to a great start. Others joined in helping with 
stenciling and decision making.  Thank you for all of the worker bees who will be offering time, talent and effort digging 
and potting plants as well as pricing for yard sale items on 4/30, 5/1 and 5/2.  See you at Christ Church bright and early 
5/2! 
  
Liz Shifflette is busy meeting with Meals On Wheels staff, working on the details of the GIFTS FROM THE GARDEN 
project.  She is looking to create the gifts on May 11, to be delivered on May 12.  The staff feels it is not necessary for any 
of the garden club members to accompany them on their deliveries. To keep cost down, Liz is asking for flowers from our 
gardens.  Her biggest worry is that the flowers will not show.  Now, we know that is not going to happen!  On Mother's 
Day, we will remember to check our gardens and make a note to get some flowers to Liz at her home on Monday, May 
11.  Thank you Liz for all of your worry and concern.  We'll have fun with this project! 
  
I’m sure Cheri Brady and Maureen Chiarizia will be remembered at Sotterley Plantation, when they finish with 
their artistic presentation of how to plant a beautiful planter.  They can now join the "pot" group in the Memorial Garden 
when they get back to LaPlata.  Thanks girls for stepping up to the plate when needed.  It will be good for all of Southern 
Maryland to know of our LaPlata garden club. 
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Delicious and oh so easy to assemble. We 
borrowed this recipe from the ladies of Sa-
cred Heart Church. 
 1   30oz. can of TROPICAL fruit cocktail 
1   21oz. can of pineapple CHUNKS 
1   15oz. can of Mandarin oranges 
1   20oz. can of pie filling (we used apple) 
2   bananas - sliced 
1/4   cup coconut (optional) 

$�	������+�����������������$������������
��������$�	������+�����������������$������������
��������$�	������+�����������������$������������
��������$�	������+�����������������$������������
��������� ���

The garden is a reflection of the LaPlata Community Garden Club!   It is all of our responsibility to insure that it 
thrives.  In order to keep our garden looking loved and lovely all season we will have to all help with the mainte-
nance.  
Four members are assigned to be responsible each week.  It will be up to each of them to contact each other to work 
out their schedule for their week, and what needs to be done.  We have wonderful resources in our club, so if you are 
not sure about what needs to be done, do not hesitate to call another member who might know. If you are not able to 
fulfill your week it is your responsibility to find someone else.  You might want to exchange weeks with someone 
else. 

Guidelines for Garden Duty 
Mowing, spin trimming, edging, and mulching will be done under separate contract, so you don’t have to do 

that.   
Bring a plastic trash bag for weeds and debris which you will take home for disposal.  Bring your own garden 

tools, such as a trowel, rake, hoe, clippers. 
There is a garden hose with an adjustable nozzle hooked up at the garden.   
Water planters!  Very important since the sprinklers don’t reach them, and they can dry out quickly in the sum-

mer sun.  
Weed, weed, and weed.   
Dead head flowers, and trim dead foliage if any.   
Look for anything that needs to be done, or for anything amiss.  This is where your garden knowledge and com-

mon sense are especially important.  
Contact a member of the maintenance committee listed below if you see anything that could be of concern or in 

need of extra attention.   
Do not use any chemicals, even fertilizers, or do pruning in the garden.   

)������'�����.�(1�)������'�����.�(1�)������'�����.�(1�)������'�����.�(1�5 5557(07(07(07(05555(-10������������������������������������������'��� ��.�(1�(-10������������������������������������������'���� �.�(1�(-10������������������������������������������'���� �.�(1�(-10������������������������������������������'���� �.�(1�55557(07(07(07(05555(-88(-88(-88(-88� ���

Imagine my delight on Sunday, while I was working on the newsletter, when I got up to 
stretch and looked out in my backyard. This pair of bluebirds was doing some house 
hunting, checking out the brand new birdhouse! I’m not sure if they decided to stay, 
’cause I haven’t seen them since,  but we scurried around and evicted the sparrows who 
had already filled the house up to the top with their nest. Seems like the new birdhouses 
are a real hit! Thanks  for the great program, Mary Ann,�����������������������������������������������
$��
������$��
������$��
������$��
������� ���
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Blue Ribbons, Red Ribbons, Yellow Ribbons, all going to Mary Ann Wade during the 
recent Daffodil Flower Show in Annapolis at Londontown.  Mary Ann submitted 14 
daffodils to be judged.  She received 10 ribbons and the prestigious American Daffodil 
Society Award For Small Growers, given to the person who grows less than 50 vari-
ties.  By the way, there were 300 entries! 

In another room, yours truly and Carol Flowers were working hand in hand with the Charles 
Co. Garden Club to provide a breakfast for the 35 judges. 

Carol and I made a woodland centerpiece for the table.  Carol brought approximately 40 daffodils of many 
different types, along with weeping cherry from her garden.  We made the arrangement on a 32" by 11" cov-
ered board using two oases, lots of moss, rocks, bark, and one store bought African violet.  We were asked 
why we didn't enter the show.  Now THAT was a compliment! 

The show had many areas where one could submit an entry.  It ranged from elaborate to miniature.  I particu-
larly liked the place setting vignettes. 

The next flower show in our area will be in September for the County Fair.  Our club and or any individual 
should start thinking up something.  In addition, all can submit the perfect bloom, leaf or herb.  What do you 

think?  You'll be hearing more about this.  It can be fun!                                         ��������������������!�
��!�
��!�
��!�
��  


